	Pennsylvania 32nd State to Make Fire Sprinklers Optional in New Homes 
	


May 2, 2011 - Under a measure signed into law on April 25 by Gov. Tom Corbett, fire sprinkler systems will no longer be mandated in new one- and two-family homes in Pennsylvania.

While the law - H.B. 377 - ends the mandate, it does require builders to offer sprinkler systems to home buyers as an option. 

Pennsylvania is the 32nd state that has taken action against fire sprinkler mandates, either legislatively or through the codes adoption process. 

This count includes Missouri, whose governor signed legislation on April 29 to extend a previously approved measure that prohibits local governments from creating any new laws mandating fire sprinklers and requires home builders to offer sprinkler systems to buyers. New Mexico, Nebraska and Oklahoma also have recently passed similar measures on fire sprinklers.

Pennsylvania's new law permanently repeals the mandate for fire sprinklers in all one- and two-family homes, unlike some states which only delayed implementing the requirement.

Moreover, H.B. 377 actually reforms the code adoption process to make it more collaborative, making the approval of new code provisions in the future less likely unless there is a strong consensus for them and they truly benefit Pennsylvanians.

The provision to adopt sprinklers was added to the International Code Council's 2009 International Residential Code, but ultimately was only enacted in California and Pennsylvania.

Consumers have been saying that the sprinkler mandate was excessive and infringed on their consumer choice and personal liberties since it became law on Jan. 1," said Pennsylvania Builders Association President Ray Venema.

"We are grateful to our state lawmakers that the decision to install sprinklers is now back in the hands of the consumers, where it belongs," he said.

The new law also takes steps to improve safety standards by requiring increased fire protection for lightweight floor assemblies.

The measure passed in the Pennsylvania Senate by a vote of 33-17 and in the Pennsylvania House by a vote of 129-68. 

