



A Broken Code Adoption Process

This past January the Pennsylvania Department of Labor and Industry adopted regulations implementing the 2009 building codes.  This automatic adoption was necessitated by a provision of Act 45 of 1999, Pennsylvania’s Uniform Construction Code Act, which requires the state to adopt the latest International Construction Codes.

The Pennsylvania Builders Association has supported nationally recognized construction codes because historically they have been developed through a consensus-based approach where experts from all fields of the construction industry come together and determine where cost and safety meet to develop a rational construction standard.  That consensus-based approach was blown up in Minneapolis, Minnesota in September of 2008 at the final code hearings of the International Code Council.  Sprinkler manufacturers, under the camouflage of the International Fire Sprinkler Coalition, took advantage of the ICC’s flawed credentialing process to dramatically increase the number of voting delegates for 2 sprinkler votes, one for townhouses, one for single family homes. 

I strongly encourage you to click on this link http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mrm-Y5IF-aU                           to view video testimony of Gail McCauley, a supervisor in White Township, Indiana County.  Ms. McCauley is shown testifying before the Senate Labor and Industry Committee last fall regarding her experiences as a delegate to the ICC Conference in Minneapolis.  The Pennsylvania Builders Association and many other organizations supporting a rollback of the 2009 codes strongly believe that the code adoption process in this country is broken and that Pennsylvania’s policy makers must act immediately to fix the code adoption process in this state. 

Senate Bill 1114, prime sponsor Senator Bob Robbins and House Bill 1808, prime sponsor Representative Ron Buxton, give Pennsylvania a 3 year pause in enforcement of the 2009 standards, a time period for he Legislative Budget and Finance Committee to review the code adoption process and recommend improvements to return, at least in Pennsylvania, to a consensus-based process that balances cost and safety.  

On behalf of the home buying consumers and our thousands of small home builders across the Commonwealth, I urge your support for these bills. 

